
































“Tel Aviv Flood”, 1951 
The photo was taken in the winter of 1951 during the 

worst floods in Israel’s history and it shows flooded 

roads in Tel Aviv, including a partly submerged bus. 

The photo was taken by the famous Israeli 

photojournalist, Rudi Weissenstein, who was born in 

Bohemia but moved to Israel in the early 1930s, 

famously photographing the lives of early immigrants 

during this time.  By the end of his life in 2011, he 

had amassed a collection of over 1 million negatives.  

The floods were so bad that major cities, including Tel 

Aviv, were severely affected by the waters. Roads 

were flooded and an emergency situation was 

announced by the Government of the State of Israel. 

Tel Aviv’s Mayor Israel Rokach pointed out that 

despite an acute clothing shortage residents of the 

city responded to a call for warm clothing by donating 

thousands of blankets, coats, sweaters, shoes and 

underwear for relief purposes. 

Even the Chief Rabbinate gave permission to 

thousands of civilian volunteers to leave their houses 

on Shabbat to repair waterways and organise 

assistance for elderly and infirm civilians. 

In this week’s Parashah of Noach we find the details of the 
well-known flood that wiped out  all life on Earth with the 
exception of Noach and his family.  This week’s NLI resource 
focuses on the worst floods in Israel’s history which occurred 
during the winter of 1951.  
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Activities: 

If – according to the Book of 

Ezekiel - the appearance of a 

rainbow is to serve as a 

warning for us, why do you 

think a rainbow is so 

beautiful? 

Floods & Rainbows 
 

 1656 years after the creation of the World, as a 

result of the decline in moral behaviour, HaShem wiped 

out His creation by way of the flood.  Noach, his wife, 

his three sons and their wives were the only survivors 

of the flood (there is a Midrashic tradition that Og also 

survived by clinging to the side of the Ark). 

 

 At the end of the flood, HaShem promises that 

there will never again be a flood like that, and His sign 

is a rainbow.  Our Rabbis teach that when a rainbow 

appears, it is a message to us that our behaviour is not 

so great, and that we really deserve to be flooded again.  

For this reason, when we see a rainbow, there is a 

special Berachah (blessing) that we say. 

 

 In the Book of Yechezkel (Ezekiel 1:28), the 

Prophet tells of a vision in which he witnesses HaShem 

and describes Him as “a rainbow in the clouds on a rainy 

day, with a corona around it…”.  Based on this verse, 

our Rabbis tell us that a rainbow represents HaShem’s 

Presence and we should therefore not gaze at a rainbow 

as it is too holy. 

 

 Just one week ago, an entire season’s worth of 

rain flooded the southern city of Eilat in just one night, 

temporarily crippling local airport activities, drenching 

the streets and forcing authorities to shut down roads.  

Tractors were deployed in an effort to remove the huge 

quantities of water drenching the streets across the city. 

 

 

 

For general footage of Israel 
in the early 1950’s: 

Something 

to discuss 

To learn more about the 
Jewish attitude to rainbows, 
check out 
www.tinyurl.com/rainbow-nli 
 

For incredible footage 
of the Tel Aviv floods 

of 1951: 

Eilat, just last week 

Simple Rainbow Craft Ideas: 

1. Using vitamin/eye droppers, 
let children drop various 
colours of water on coffee 
filters. Leave to dry.  
2. Make rainbow necklaces 
using fruit coloured O-shaped 
cereal. 
3. Cover half a paper plate with 
cotton wool balls.  Cut and 
attach rainbow-coloured strips 
of paper. 
 

Rainbow over the Old City 

of Jerusalem. 


