
































In this week’s Parashah of Korach, we read of the rebellion led 
by Korach against Moshe and Aharon.  The outcome of this 
rebellion was that the Earth opened and swallowed up Korach. 
This week’s NLI resource features the giant earthquake which 
struck Jerusalem in 1927. 
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Earthquake on  Mt Scopus  
 

On 11 July 1927, almost 90 years ago, Israel and the 

Transjordan region were struck by a powerful earthquake. 

The earthquake, measured at 7.5 on the Richter scale.  It 

was the most significant natural disaster to strike the 

region for many years.   285 people were killed and a 

further 940 injured as a result of the earthquake.   

Considerable damage was recorded as a result of the 

disaster, with numerous buildings in Jerusalem, Nablus, 

Ramle and Lod being severely damaged. 
 

This photograph shows Gray Hill House after it had been 

destroyed by the earthquake. Next to the house is a large 

crack in the earth which was caused by the substantial 

movement of land. Scaffolding is supporting the building, 

and workers can be seen working on the site. Somehow, 

the buildings next to Gray Hill seem to have survived the 

earthquake unharmed.  
  

The story of the building in the photograph is very 

interesting. A British couple from Liverpool, Emily and 

John Edward Gray-Hill, visited Israel for a month-long trip 

in 1887. Subsequently, they returned to Israel every year, 

establishing a home for themselves on Mount Scopus. 

Before his death in 1914, Sir John Hill signed an 

agreement with Chaim Weizmann and Zionist leaders to 

transfer the estate and lands to them for the construction 

of the Hebrew University. After the war, his widow 

honoured the agreement, and on 24 July 1918 the 

foundation stone was laid on the emerging campus. The 

mansion of John and Emily Gray Hill served as the 

Institute of Jewish Studies and the Department of 

Chemistry.  

Gray-Hill House,, Jerusalem 
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Activities: 

Something 

to discuss 

Below are the current and previous logos of the Hebrew 
University.  What do they have in common? What is 
different about them?  What do you think the design 
represent? – Look at its shape, colour, design etc. 
 

Look at the NLI picture 

overleaf.  Why do you 

think the buildings in the 

background seem to have 

escaped the earthquake 

unharmed? 

 

 

For footage of the Hebrew University 

including original shots from 1925: 

For an overview of the amazing 

work being carried out by the 

Hebrew University: 

 

A strong earthquake struck Palestine on July 11, 

1927 causing the loss of many lives and severe 

damage. Lasting seven seconds, it occurred 

shortly after 3 p.m. during a “hamsin” when hot 

winds blew in from the east.  

The panic-stricken population fled their 

collapsing homes.  Rumours of a catastrophe 

with many hundreds of fatalities spread rapidly, 

complete with awesome reports of the broiling 

of the Dead Sea, towers of water shooting up all 

about, and the collapse of multi-story buildings. 

  

By the end of the day, the recorded toll was 192 

dead and 923 injured. Most of the damage 

occurred in the mountain areas 

 

Earthquake 

The Hebrew University of Jerusalem was founded in 1918 
and opened officially in 1925.  It is Israel’s leading university 
as well as its top research institution. The Hebrew University 
is ranked internationally among the 100 leading universities 
in the world and first among Israeli universities. 

The recognition that the Hebrew University has achieved 
confirms its reputation for excellence and its leading role in 
the scientific community. It stresses excellence and offers a 
wide selection of study opportunities in the humanities, 
social sciences, exact sciences and medicine.  

The Hebrew University has set as its goals the training of 
public, scientific, educational and professional leadership as 
well as preserving and researching Jewish, cultural, spiritual 
and intellectual traditions. 

 

 

Hebrew Uni 

Facts about the 
Hebrew University: 

• Founded in: 1918 

• Opened in: 1925 

• 6 campuses 

• 7 faculties 

• 14 schools 

• 23,000 students 

• 1,000 senior faculty 

members 

• More than 7,000 

patents registered 

• 8 Nobel Prize 

winners 

• 1 Fields Medal 

winner in 

mathematics 

• Among its founders: 

Albert Einstein, 

Martin Buber, Chaim 

Nahman Bialik, 

Chaim Weizmann 

 

Design your own 

family logo that 
represents your 

family values, , 
beliefs, favourite 

activities etc. 

For interesting facts about 
earthquakes (as it has been STEM 
week) see: 
http://tinyurl.com/grapevine-
earthquakes  and  
http://tinyurl.com/grapevine-
earthquakes2 

http://tinyurl.com/grapevine-earthquakes
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