
The Yishuv and the Shoah, 1943 

Worksheet 

What did the Yishuv know about the fate of European Jews at the beginning of 
1943? 

At the beginning of 1943, news about the fate of Jews in Poland was already 
reaching the Yishuv(the Jewish settlement in Palestine). Information about the fate 
of the Jews in the USSR was also common knowledge by this time. This information 
was not, however, widely publicized. Any mention did not make the headlines but 
was instead hidden in the inner pages of the newspapers. Even when it was 
printed, there were those who claimed that the news was exaggerated. There was 
indeed much misunderstanding in the Yishuv about the extent of the fate of 
European Jews. 

However, in November 1942, a group of sixty Eretz Israel Jews arrived in Israel 
from Europe where they had been since the outbreak of the war and testified to 
the plight of the Jews. From this stage, the Yishuv leadership began to publicise 
news about the systematic murder of Jews in Nazi Germany, and on November 30, 
1942, the Yishuv instituted three days of mourning. 

Here is a newspaper article and poster from the beginning of 1943 about the fate 
of the Jews in Europe. Read and analyse these sources using the accompanying 
guiding questions and write a blog post (at least 400 words) about what the Yishuv 
knew about the Holocaust in 1943 and how it responded. 

Work Stages 

1. Read the sources and answer the questions. 

2. Extra sources:  

• Letter of Appeal to Support the Children of European Refugees, 
1938 

• ATS Recruitment Poster, British Mandate Era 

• The Yishuv and the Holocaust, Central Zionist Archives 

• The Yishuv, Yad Vashem 

3. Before writing the post, think of a title and the type of information 
(written and visual) it will include. 

http://www.nli-education-uk.org/letter-of-appeal
http://www.nli-education-uk.org/letter-of-appeal
http://www.nli-education-uk.org/ats-recruitment-poster
http://www.zionistarchives.org.il/en/datelist/Pages/yishuv-and-the-holocaust.aspx
http://www.yadvashem.org/odot_pdf/Microsoft%2520Word%2520-%25206375.pdf


Sources: 

Purim Festivities Cancelled, Tel Aviv, 1943 

While reading the poster, pay attention to the following: 

1. Who published this poster?  

2. What is the content of the poster? 

3. What information does this poster provide about the fate of the 
Jews in Warsaw? 

  

Translation: 

Tel Aviv Municipality  
Poster #4  
CANCELLATION OF PURIM FESTIVITIES  
Warsaw Ghetto Uprising 

London – When the Germans were trying to liquidate the Jewish ghetto in Warsaw and 
empty Jewish houses of their inhabitants, they were met with fierce resistance from the 
Jews. Seventy Germans were killed in this struggle. The German army used a machine gun 
and a few hundred Jews were killed, some of their leaders among them. After the revolt 
was suppressed, the Germans rounded up 6000 Jews and sent them to an unknown 
destination. Similar news has been received from the city of Radom. 
As a result of this worrying news, the Tel Aviv Municipality has decided this Purim, as a 
symbol of mourning and solidarity, to forbid and stop shows at all entertainment venues 
including theatres and cinemas (excluding restaurants and cafes).  
Lest the sound of joy and mirth be heard in our city! 

I. Rokach, Mayor of Tel Aviv  
21.3.1943  Adar Bet 14, 5703 

http://www.nli-education-uk.org/purim-festivities-cancelled-1943


"One-Sixth of Europe's Jews Murdered, " The Palestine Post, January 17, 1943 

On reading the article, pay attention to the following topics: 

1. Where did the information in this article come from?  
Why was it significant that this information was printed in Davar?  
Read more about Davar here. 

2. What topics are discussed in the article, and what information is 
presented about each topic? 

3. What other newspapers are mentioned in the article?  
Read more about them here and here. 

4. What news does not appear here?  

 

http://jpress.org.il/Olive/APA/NLI_heb/SharedView.Article.aspx?href=PLS%252F1943%252F01%252F17&id=Ar00101&sk=806FAF97
http://web.nli.org.il/sites/JPress/English/Pages/Davar.aspx
http://www.haaretz.com/news/about-haaretz-1.63277
http://web.nli.org.il/sites/JPress/English/Pages/hatsopeh.aspx

