
































DamasCus 
Gate, 1880’S 
 

This photograph from the 

National Library of Israel’s 

collection, shows Jerusalem’s 

Damascus Gate taken in the 

1880’s.  It was taken by Luigi 

Fiorillo, an Italian Orientalist 

photographer, based in 

Alexandria, Egypt.  
 

Damascus Gate is believed to 

have been built originally in 

around the 2nd century CE during 

the reign of the Roman Emperor 

Hadrian.  In front of the gate 

stood a Roman victory column 

topped with the Emperor’s 

image.  This is reflected in the 

Arabic names for this gate, being 

Bab el-Amoud - Gate of the 

Column or Bab al-Nasr – Gate of 

Victory.   
 

In Hebrew, the gate is known as 

Sha’ar Shechem – Shechem 

Gate. 

This week’s Parashah of Chayey Sarah makes mention of the camel, no less than seventeen times!  
Our NLI resource of the week features two camels alongside Jerusalem’s Damascus Gate. 
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   For video of fascinating camel facts:  

For video of fascinating 
camel facts: 

 

Activities: 

The Torah tells us that Rivkah 

offered to give water, not 

only to Eliezer, but also to 

his camels.  What does this 

teach us about Rivkah?  How 

does it make her a suitable 

match for Yitchak? 

 

 

Camels are mentioned numerous times in the Torah.  In this 

week’s Parashah alone the Hebrew word for camel (ָּגָמל) 
appears seventeen times! … 
 

Eliezer, the servant of Avraham, sets off to find a suitable 

wife for Avraham’s son, Yitzchak.  But what is to be 

considered ‘suitable’ by Eliezer?  He states that the right 
person will not offer to give him water to drink but will also 

offer to water his camels.  Sure enough, this criterion is 
fulfilled by Rivkah who draws enough water for all ten 

camels.  Bearing in mind that a camel will drink around 100 

litres of water at a time, this was no mean feat! 
 

At the end of this week’s Parashah we again find mention 
of a camel: When Rivkah sets eyes on Yitzchak for the very 

first time, the Torah tells us, “ ַהָּגָמל ֵמַעל ַוִּתֹּפל ” – “And she fell 

off the camel!” (Bereishit 24:64) 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Something 

to discuss 

Rivkah chose to give water 
to Eliezer and his camels as 
a random act of kindness.    

• What random acts of 
kindness have you done 
this past week?   

• What kindness have you 
received from somebody 
else?    

Camels and Torah 

For a short video 

about how camels 
are adapted to 

the desert 
environment: 

Fun Fact: 

There are over 

160 words for 

camel Arabic! 

But what is it about camels that makes them so well suited for 

desert life? 

 They can live without water for several months. 

 Their thick furry skin protects them from the burning rays of 

the sun.  

 The humps on their backs stores fat for the times when there 

is shortage of food.  

 They can close their nostrils to keep out sand.  

 They have two sets of eyelashes to keep the sand out of 

their eyes. 

 Their wide feet stop them from sinking into the soft sand and 

enables them to run fast. Learn how to draw a camel: 

What do you call: 
 A camel with one hump? 

 A camel with two humps? 
 A camel with three 

humps? 

Caption Competition: 

Suggestions please! 

 


