
















 





As we are celebrating Purim this weekend, we have decided to 
focus on Purim instead of a Parashah theme. This week’s NLI 
resource features a Purim poster from Jerusalem, 1957. 
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This sixty-year old poster advertising Purim celebrations first appeared in 
Jerusalem in 1957.  Interestingly, there is much to be learned simply by 

reading the Jewish date printed at the bottom of the poster: 15th Adar Bet 

 That Purim is being celebrated on the 15th Adar  .ט'ו אדר ב' תשי'ז – 5717

not the 14th reaffirms that the celebration is taking place in Jerusalem – 

in other words, it is Shushan Purim.  From the month being Adar ‘Bet’ we 
can deduce that 1957 was a leap year in the Jewish calendar.  
 

Written at the base of the poster is ‘Adloyada’ - עדלידע.  This word is taken 

from the Aramaic phrase in the Talmud,  עד דלא ידע meaning ‘until one no 

longer knows’, referring to the Purim tradition of becoming so mellow that 
one ‘no longer knows’ the difference between Blessed is Mordechai and 

Cursed is Haman.  The word Adloyada’ was coined in 1912 to mean a 
Purim carnival, most of which have since come to included giant puppets, 
various costumes and live bands (for more on this, see over). 
 

It is also of note that in the background of the poster we see the wall of 
the Old City of Jerusalem; At the time of the poster being published 

(1957), the Old City was still in the hands of the Jordanians under whose 
rule it remained until the Six Day War in June, 1967. 
 

The lion himself is the well-known emblem of Jerusalem, based on the 

Biblical symbol of the Tribe of Judah.  As for the shofar that the lion is 
holding, your guess is as good as mine – but after all, it is Purim! 
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  Rainy Sunday Afternoon: 
 

Design your own poster 
advertising transportation to a 
Purim celebration.  
Think about what graphics and 
text you could include.  

Activities: 

Ticket to  Ride? 
 

Below is a second Purim poster, this one printed by Palestine Railways 

advertising cheap return tickets from all stations in Palestine to Tel Aviv 

for the Purim festivities. The tickets were available from the February 26 

to March 3, 1934.  

 

The Tel Aviv Purim celebrations had an important place in the cultural life 

of pre-state Israel. Many different events took place including balls, 

beauty contests, and parties. The climax of the festivities was 

the Adloyada parade. The first Adloyada in Tel Aviv took place in 1912 

and included huge puppets, an orchestra, and hundreds of children in 

Purim costumes who paraded along Allenby Street.  

 

Each year the Adloyada had a theme: 

the theme for 1934, the year this 

poster was printed, was the tribes of 

Israel, while in 1928, the theme was 

“ten years since the Balfour 

Declaration.” Many of the floats in the 

parades had traditional themes.  

 

During the years of the British 

Mandate, Tel Aviv's Purim events 

attracted many people from all around 

Israel and abroad, hence the need for 

cheap railway tickets.  Such parades 

took place all over the Jewish world. In 

Palestine, the Adloyada was held from 

1912 until World War II. After the 

establishment of the State of Israel in 

1948, the Adloyada tradition was 

renewed, and today the main parade 

takes place in the Israeli city of Holon. 
 

Something 

to discuss 
Why do you think the 

Palestine Railways 

poster was printed in 

English? 
 

Hint: Who governed Israel 

at this time? 

For a brief view of 
last year’s Adloyada 
in Herzlia: 

 

To watch the preparation 
for the Tel Aviv Adloyada of 
1934, see here: 

Purim Names Quiz: 
 

1. What was the name of 

Achashverosh’s first wife?  
 

2. What was the name of 

Mordechai’s father? 
 

3. What was Esther’s 

other name? 
 

4. Who were the two men 

who wanted to kill the 

king? 
 

5. Who was Haman’s 

wife? 
 

6. Who was Esther’s 

father? 
 

First to send me all correct 
answers wins a prize! 

If you could interview 
Mordechai, what three 

questions would you ask 
him? 

 

Design and create your own gragger/ra’ashan 
(noisemaker) to use when listening to the 
megillah. Perhaps you could use recycled materials 
to ensure it is environmentally friendly. 

Create a collage depicting 
your favourite scene from 
the Megillah. 


