
































Aliyah Advert, 1948 
In 1948 the brand-new State of Israel was faced 

with a vast number of problems.  These included 

recovering from war and coping with a huge 

intake of refugees from Europe and Arabic-

speaking countries.  At the same time, the young 

State was working hard to ensure that every 

citizen was provided with all of their day-to-day 

needs. 
 

During this time, rather than despairing at their 

situation, the State began encouraging even 

more immigration, particularly from English 

speaking countries such as the United States, the 

United Kingdom and South Africa.  
 

To help accomplish this task, the State published 

an English pamphlet entitled "Aliyah Olim" 

(Immigration Immigrants).  In it, they boasted 

that, "In 1948 we had 125,000; in 1949 we shall 

have 250,000 Olim (Immigrants)". 
 

The pamphlet contained various images and 

slogans and declared to potential new Olim that 
“The State needs working hands” and that, 

“Every third Jewish citizen is a newcomer.” 

 

 

At the start of this week’s Parashah of 
Lech Lecha, Avram (Avraham) is 
instructed by HaShem to leave his home 
and family and to move to the Land of 
Canaan, aka Israel.  This week’s NLI 
resource is taken from a pamphlet 
produced in 1948 encouraging Jews 
across the world to make Aliyah .  
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Activities: 

Why have Jews moved to live 

in Israel throughout our 

history? 

What connection do you feel 

to Israel today? 

 

For more than 65 years, the Jewish Agency for Israel and its 
partners have kept a firm promise to the Jewish people: to 
bring any Jew, from anywhere in the world, to safety in Israel. 
 

 From 1929, The Jewish Agency has enabled the Aliyah of more than 
three million Jews. Included in this number are hundreds of thousands 
of Jews who had to be rescued from all around the world, especially 
from warzones, countries without diplomatic ties to the State of Israel, 
and other places where Jewish lives were in danger.   

 

 During the British Mandate period, before the establishment of the 
State of Israel, The Jewish Agency brought hundreds of thousands of 
Jews to the Holy Land through secret immigration, by way of the sea: 

 Tens of thousands of children were brought to Israel through the Aliyat 
HaNo’ar (“Youth Aliyah”) organization (1933); 

 Operation Children of Tehran (1943).  

 Established in 1939, HaMossad LeAliyah Bet (“The Institution for 
Aliyah Bet”) was a rescue mission for Jews trapped in burning Europe.   

 

In the early years following Israel’s establishment in 1948, the country 
absorbed hundreds of thousands of new immigrants:  
 

 In 1949, The Jewish Agency brought 3,800 Yemenite Jews to Israel 
as part of Operation Magic Carpet.  

 In 1951, 110,000 Iraqi Jews came to Israel as part of Operation Ezra 
and Nehemiah.  

 In 1991, Operation Solomon saw 14,300 Ethiopian Jews airlifted to 
Israel in only 36 hours.  

 Since the collapse of the Soviet Union, The Jewish Agency has 
overseen the Aliyah of more than a million Jews from that region.  

 In 2013, hundreds more Ethiopians were brought to Israel as part of 
Operation Dove's Wings.    
 

By the end of last year, 2015, Israel had reached a 12-year high in 
immigration with over 30,000 new immigrants arriving from around the 
world to settle in the Jewish state. 

 

For early footage 

of Aliyah Bet in 

1948: 

Something 

to discuss 

For video footage of a 
brief overview of 

these waves of 
Aliyah: 

From mountains to 

valleys, rivers to 
deserts and craters to 

forests, Israel has it 
all.  If you could pick 

any type of 

surroundings in which 
to live, where would 

you choose? 

Aliyah STATS 

… And you thought that the UK was small!  To 
compare the size of Israel to other countries, 
http://www.akhlah.com/israel/size-of-israel/ 

 

Jerusalem Art Idea – You need a glass (or 
plastic) photo frame, tissue paper and white 
glue.  Cut out building and dome shapes, 
windows, doors and trees.  Glue neatly and 
display. 
 

http://www.breakingisraelnews.com/56442/international-fellowship-of-christians-and-jews-will-double-aliyah-to-israel-in-2016-aliyah/
http://www.akhlah.com/israel/size-of-israel/

