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Primary Source Analysis Worksheet 

Audio Recording 

 

This worksheet may be used to analyze audio recordings and to understand their meaning. 

Every recording is unique. Fill out the relevant to the recording you are analyzing. 

 

Stage 1 – First Impressions 

What is the initial impression? 

Describe the initial impression you receive from listening to the recording. What do you hear? What 

emotions does the recording arouse in you? What are you reminded of? Have you been hear this 

recording before? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
What type of recording is it?

 A song 

 A vocal track (without words) 

 An instrumental track 

 Poetry or prayer 

 A recording of an event or 

ceremony 

 Other __________________

 

Stage 2 – Exploring the Details 

Information about the recording 

Take a look at the details of the recording and fill out the relevant information: 

Written by: ________________________ 

Performed by: ______________________ 

Heritage: __________________________ 

Title: ______________________________ 

Composer: ________________________ 

Year recorded: _____________________ 

Additional information: ______________ 

__________________________________ 

 

Characteristics of the recording 
Listen again to the piece and fill out the following relevant information: 

What is the central theme of the 

piece? 

 

What instruments can you hear? 
 

What are the musical styles and 

characteristics of the piece? 

 

Was it recorded in a studio or 

outdoors? 

 

Are there any other 

characteristic? 
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Write down five words that describe the recording. 

1. ________ 

 

2. _________ 3. _________ 4. _________ 5. _________ 

What are the main lyrics (words or lines) in the recording in your opinion? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

What is most important or interesting to you? 
Describe in detail two of the recording’s characteristics that are of special interest or importance in your opinion. 

You may relate to the lyrics, melody, performance, arrangement, and so on… 

1. ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Stage 3 –Understanding the Meanings 

How does the melody emphasize the meaning of the lyrics? And/or how does music 

emphasize the meaning of the piece? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

What is the role of the arrangement and performance in providing meaning for the piece? 
How does the performance style affect the meaning of the piece? You may relate to the voice, accent, identity of 

the performers, instruments, musical arrangement, and so on… 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Stage 4 – Reflecting and Evaluating  

What don’t we know? 
Write down three questions that come to mind while listening to the recording. 

1. ________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________________________________________ 

How do we receive a complete picture of the subject of the recording? 
What is lacking in order to receive answers to your questions, and a more complete picture of the subject 

described by the recording? (Information? Documentation? Other recordings? Maybe you have other ideas?) 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 *Extra credit: Find another performance of the piece in the database of the national library 

and compare the two. 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 


