
 
 

 

The Balfour Declaration 

Using resources from the National Library of Israel, we will learn about the Balfour, his 

declaration and its significance for Israel.  

Each group must choose three sources and write down the answers to the related questions. 

Chaim Weizmann, Yad Chaim Weizmann 

 

 

 1. Who is the man pictured on the poster and what is the statement next to him?  

 2. Research the following using the Internet: 

 - What is the connection between the person and the declaration? 

 - What is the historical/political background to the Balfour Declaration? 

 

Balfour Reception in Gymnasium Yard 

Use the internet to research the following: 

 1. What event is described on the postcard? Briefly describe the 

event. 

 2. What kind of atmosphere can you identify from the postcard? 

What did Balfour do to get such a good reception? 

 3. What did Balfour declare in his famous declaration? How did it 

turn into an important step in the process of the State of Israel's establishment? 

 

 

 

 

 

Translation: 

His Majesty's Government view with favour the establishment in 

Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people, and will use their 

best endeavors to facilitate the achievement of this object, it being 

clearly understood that nothing shall be done which may prejudice the 

civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine 

or the rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country. 

 

http://web.nli.org.il/sites/NLI/Hebrew/digitallibrary/pages/viewer.aspx?presentorid=NNL_Ephemera&DocID=NNL_Ephemera700328130&SearchUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fmerhav.nli.org.il%3A80%2Fprimo_library%2Flibweb%2Faction%2Fsearch.do%3Bjsessionid%3D5C88F11BB9B05B70CAB82FF14684499C%3Ffn%3Dsearch%26ct%3Dsearch%26initialSearch%3Dtrue%26mode%3DBasic%26tab%3Ddefault_tab%26indx%3D1%26dum%3Dtrue%26srt%3Drank%26vid%3DNNL_Ephemera%26frbg%3D%26vl%2528freeText0%2529%3D%25D7%2597%25D7%2599%25D7%2599%25D7%259D%2B%25D7%2595%25D7%2599%25D7%25A6%25D7%259E%25D7%259F%26scp.scps%3Dscope%253A%2528NNL_Ephemera%2529
http://web.nli.org.il/sites/NLI/Hebrew/digitallibrary/pages/viewer.aspx?presentorid=NNL_Ephemera&DocID=NNL_Ephemera700343431&gathStatIcon=true


 
 

 

 

 

Lord Balfour is No More 

 

Use the internet to research the following: 

 1. What is this notice about? When was it published? Had the Balfour Declaration been 

realized at the time of publication? 

 2. Prepare a profile of Balfour including important details about his life and work. 

 3. How is Balfour portrayed in the announcement? In hindsight, do you think the great 

respect he received was justified? 

 

 

 

Translation: 

Lord Balfour is No More 

On behalf of the great Rabbi, Rishon LeTzion (Sephardi Chief Rabbi of Israel) Yaakov 

Meir, we announce the following: 

1) On this coming Shabbat, every synagogue will say a special azkara (memorial 

prayer) for Lord Arthur James Balfour. 

2) When we are informed of the date of the funeral, there will be a large azkara in the 

Yochanan ben Zakkai synagogue. 

3) A special azkara will be arranged on the day of the funeral in all the houses of 

study. 

4) On the day of the funeral, no work is to be performed at the time of the ceremony.  

May God have mercy on His people and His land 

26.03.30 - 20 Adar 5690 

 

http://www.nli-education-uk.org/death-announcement-balfour


 
 

HaChoma: Security and Defence Issues – The Balfour Declaration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 1. What is the main point of this article? 

 2. What is the main argument against the Balfour Declaration according to this 

announcement? 

 3. Initially, why did Britain promise what they did in the Balfour Declaration to the 

Jews? Ultimately, why was the implementation of the Balfour Declaration delayed? 

 

 

 

 

Translation: 

HaChoma: Security and Defence Issues 

“His Majesty's Government view with favour the establishment in Palestine of 

a national home for the Jewish people, and will use their best endeavors to 

facilitate the achievement of this object.” 

2 November 1917 (from the Balfour Declaration) 

And in the twenty-fifth year after this declaration, and in the twenty-sixth, 

twenty-seventh and twenty-eighth after it, six million Jews were burned in 

the ovens because this hand which signed the declaration of generations, and 

this country with which the nations of the world gave it the historical right to 

help the Jewish nation return to its homeland – is the very one which 

cynically and cruelly closed the gates of Erez Israel in the face of Jews who 

had only two paths open before them: their homeland or hell. 

Now, in the twenty-ninth year since the Balfour Declaration, the doors of the 

national home are closed for Jews who survived the Nazi inferno, who remain 

in cold, disgrace and hunger on the unholy ground of the cannibal Germans, 

and the British government weighs their flesh and blood in front of the Arab 

Effendis (lords) and sells their lives by weight.  

We, the Jews of Erez Israel, our blood is not redder than the blood of a 

tortured Jew in a detention camp, of the enemy or the ally, if we need to pay 

with our lives in order to bring them to us, to save their lives, to repay them 

with their respect instead of disgrace and redemption instead of hell- we will 

surely pay. 

2 November 1945 

 

http://web.nli.org.il/sites/NLI/Hebrew/digitallibrary/pages/viewer.aspx?presentorid=NNL_Ephemera&DocID=NNL_Ephemera700124676
http://web.nli.org.il/sites/NLI/Hebrew/digitallibrary/pages/viewer.aspx?presentorid=NNL_Ephemera&DocID=NNL_Ephemera700124676


 
 

The Declaration of Independence 

 1. What is the place of the Balfour Declaration in the 

Declaration of Independence? (Paragraph 5) 

 2. What other historical events are mentioned in the 

Declaration of Independence? 

 3. How did the Balfour Declaration ultimately influence 

the establishment of the State of Israel? 

 

 

 

Serviette from Balfour's Cellar 

 1. What is this primary source? How does it connect to the 

lesson? 

 2. Research which other places in Israel are named after 

Balfour. 

 3. Why did people in Israel respect Balfour so much? What 

was his contribution to the State of Israel? 

 

Letter from Balfour to Sir Herbert Samuel  

 1. What was Balfour’s role when he wrote this letter? 

 2. Why would the Anglo-Palestine Club seek the support of 

Balfour? 

 3. Answer this question based on this letter and further 

internet research: 

After issuing the declaration, did Balfour continue to 

have connections with the Zionist movement? In what 

way? 

http://www.mfa.gov.il/mfa/foreignpolicy/peace/guide/pages/declaration%20of%20establishment%20of%20state%20of%20israel.aspx
http://web.nli.org.il/sites/NLI/Hebrew/digitallibrary/pages/viewer.aspx?presentorid=NNL_Ephemera&DocID=NNL_Ephemera700335700&gathStatIcon=true
http://www.nli-education-uk.org/balfour-letters

