
 
 

FASHION, HISTORY, & POLITICS 

Adapted from the Hebrew by Galia Mandel Netta 

Short 
description 
of lesson 

Students analyse how political leaders in the past used fashion to transmit 
political and moral values. This activity uses photographs of David Ben-Gurion 
and Menachem Begin. Students examine the differences between the two 
prime ministers and the influence of their respective clothing on their voters 
and the nation as a whole. Students vote on their preferred prime minister 
and have the option of creating their own poll comparing the fashion choices 
of Israeli prime ministers throughout history.  To summarise their findings, 
students work in groups and advise a current world leader on how to dress in 
order to win votes.  

Age group High school 

Length of 
activity 

Two lessons 

Curriculum  Israel Studies – Israeli politics, Israeli leaders, Israeli society.  

 Politics – role of fashion in politics, Israeli politics 

 History –  establishment of the State of Israel, Israeli politics 

 Fashion 

Primary 
sources 
from the NLI 
collections 

 Photograph of David Ben-Gurion on his morning walk in the Negev, 
1961 

 Romanian immigrants working at Tarshiha, 1949 

 David Ben-Gurion, Nechemia Argov, and Yitzhak Rafael 

 Menachem Begin at home, 1958 

 Menachem Begin at the Western Wall, 1981 

Background 
information 

 Robin Givhan, The Fashion of Politics, Washington Post, , May 20, 
2016 

 State of Israeli Fashion, Tablet, Ruth Margalit, October 26, 2012 

 Sabra, Wikipedia 
 

Material, 
equipment, 
and 
preparation 

 Students create Canva accounts (download app in advance if using 
tablets or smartphones) 

 Electronic devices (computers, tablets, or smartphones) 

 Students create Playbuzz accounts (optional) 

 Scissors, glue, paper, old newspapers/magazines  
OR electronic devices with the PicsArt app downloaded (see tutorial 
here) 

 Projector to show the photographs  

Documents  Printed instructions for activity 

 Printed copies of the photographs (if no projector) 

 

  

file:///C:/Users/karene/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/WNISC5DF/(http:/web.nli.org.il/sites/NLIS/he/Education/Pages/itemPage.aspx%3fItemID=NNL03_EDUSP5061)
http://rosetta.nli.org.il/delivery/DeliveryManagerServlet?dps_pid=IE6400917
http://rosetta.nli.org.il/delivery/DeliveryManagerServlet?dps_pid=IE6400917
http://bit.ly/2IANDoJ
http://web.nli.org.il/sites/NLI/Hebrew/digitallibrary/pages/viewer.aspx?presentorid=NLI_EDU&docid=NNL03_EDUSP5075
http://web.nli.org.il/sites/NLI/Hebrew/digitallibrary/pages/viewer.aspx?presentorid=NLI_EDU&docid=NNL03_EDU700276182
http://rosetta.nli.org.il/delivery/DeliveryManagerServlet?dps_pid=IE45834366&_ga=2.22312895.54956363.1517723718-919773076.1504508388
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/lifestyle/political-fashion/
http://www.tabletmag.com/jewish-arts-and-culture/114859/state-of-israeli-fashion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sabra_(person)%3e
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GqGe75UdfBc


 
 

Lesson Plan 

Introduction 

 

 Start with some general questions: 

 How do you choose your clothes?  
What are some of the factors you consider when buying clothes?  
(For example: brand, price, style, unique, plain, etc.) 

 Who or what influences your choice in clothes?  
(For example: parents, friends, celebrities, advertisements, etc.) 

 Do political leaders also influence how you dress? 
 

Explain that this activity looks at fashion from a historical perspective. It 
examines two major time periods after the establishment of the State of Israel 
and two political leaders who heavily influenced Israeli society by focusing on 
their style of dress and its influence on the citizens of Israel.  

 
NOTE FOR TEACHERS 

 Do not mention the names of the leaders at the beginning of the 
session. 

 Keep in mind that although during each time period there were a 
number of different fashion styles, for this activity we have chosen to 
focus on the sabra-style of Ben-Gurion and the formal, more elegant 
style of Begin. 

 

Class activity STAGE ONE – David Ben-Gurion (1940s–1950s): Sabra clothing 
 
Show students this photograph of David Ben-Gurion on his morning walk in the 
Negev, 1961. Ask them to describe the photograph. You can use these questions 
as a guide: 
 

 How is Ben-Gurion dressed compared to those surrounding him? 

 Is this how you would expect a prime minister to look? Why? 

 Do you know what type of clothes Ben-Gurion is wearing? 

 What do these clothes symbolise? 
 
Show students this photograph of Romanian immigrants working at Tarshiha, 
1949.  

 What are the people doing in the photograph? Describe their 
expressions. 

 What do you think about the clothes of the men, women, and child? Are 
they similar to Ben-Gurion’s fashion style? In what way? 

 Does their clothing suit their work? In what way? 

 Would you dress like this? How would you respond if everyone around 
you dressed like this? 
 

Show students this photograph of David Ben-Gurion, Nechemia Argov, and 
Yitzhak Rafael. 

 This photograph was taken at an official event. What message was Ben-
Gurion trying to convey via his clothing? 

http://rosetta.nli.org.il/delivery/DeliveryManagerServlet?dps_pid=IE6400917
http://rosetta.nli.org.il/delivery/DeliveryManagerServlet?dps_pid=IE6400917
http://bit.ly/2IANDoJ
http://bit.ly/2IANDoJ
http://web.nli.org.il/sites/NLI/Hebrew/digitallibrary/pages/viewer.aspx?presentorid=NLI_EDU&docid=NNL03_EDUSP5075
http://web.nli.org.il/sites/NLI/Hebrew/digitallibrary/pages/viewer.aspx?presentorid=NLI_EDU&docid=NNL03_EDUSP5075


 
 

(Mention that the khaki clothing was not his personal fashion style. He 
knew how to dress in a European style with a suit and tie, as you can see 
in this picture of a meeting with journalists in 1967. However, he chose 
to wear khaki to serve as a personal example, similar to his decision to 
live in a modest hut in Kibbutz Sde Boker.) 

 Khaki clothing was manufactured by an Israeli clothing company called 
ATA.  
Would a prime minister or leader today wear clothes from one 
particular company to convey political or other values to the nation? 
Why? 

 Do you think that Ben-Gurion’s decision suited the time period in which 
he lived? Why? 

 How do you think the different groups of people in Israel reacted to this 
clothing (new immigrants, city dwellers, Haredim, religious people, 
kibbutz members, etc.)? 

 In light of your answer to the previous question, what do you think 
about the Ben Gurion’s choice of clothes? Should Ben-Gurion and other 
leaders have dressed differently? Why? 
 

Summary 
Ben-Gurion, as the first prime minister of Israel and the leader of the Mapai 
socialist party, used his clothing to convey a message to the nation. His decision 
not to wear expensive suits but to dress in simple khaki clothing indicated his 
desire to be one of the working people. This suited the historical period and 
strong socialist ideology of the early years of Israel. In addition, Ben-Gurion 
adopted a unique style that differentiated the wearer from people and leaders 
in other places around the world. In so doing, he was suggesting that traditional 
clothing, language, and customs be put aside in favour of a new Israeli sabra 
identity symbolised by simple and practical clothing. 

 
STAGE 2 – Menachem Begin (1970s – 1980s): Modern clothing and a return to 
tradition 
 
Explain about the political changes that led to the election results in 1977.  

 Which political party ruled in Israel from its foundation until 1977? 

 Which party came to power in 1977?  

 Who became the prime minister? 

 What did this change say about public opinion of the ruling party? 
 
Show students this photograph of Menachem Begin at home, 1958 

 How is Menachem Begin’s dress style different to Ben-Gurion’s? 

 Why do you think he dressed this way? 

 The two political leaders served in different time periods. Did this 
influence the way in which they dressed? How? 
 

This photograph was taken immediately after Menachem Begin was elected 
prime minister.  

 Where did he choose to visit? Why? 

http://rosetta.nli.org.il/delivery/DeliveryManagerServlet?dps_pid=IE45843044
http://web.nli.org.il/sites/NLI/Hebrew/digitallibrary/pages/viewer.aspx?presentorid=NLI_EDU&docid=NNL03_EDU700276182
http://rosetta.nli.org.il/delivery/DeliveryManagerServlet?dps_pid=IE45834366&_ga=2.22312895.54956363.1517723718-919773076.1504508388


 
 

 What is he wearing? Why? 

 Based on what you have learned about him, do you think Ben-Gurion 
would have done the same thing? Why? 
(Note: Begin was the first prime minister of Israel to do this.) 

 
Read this article about Ben-Gurion and Begin.  

 What does the author highlight as some of the main differences 
between them? 

 How is this apparent in the photographs you have seen of the two 
politicians? 

Summary 
Menachem Begin, who served as prime minister from 1977 to 1982, was a 
completely different leader from David Ben-Gurion. Begin was a leader of the 
“old school”; while he was very connected to the people, he believed that 
leadership should be formal, thus showing respect to the role and to the people.  
Begin was a lawyer by profession and a political liberal, while Ben-Gurion was a 
socialist who spent many years living on kibbutz. Their different backgrounds 
also affected their choice of clothing. In addition, Begin came to power towards 
the end of the 1970s, a time when Israel was drifting away from the socialist 
ideology and a capitalist economy was developing in Israel. 
 

Student 
activity 

VOTING ON THE BEST-DRESSED ISRAELI PRIME MINISTERS 

 Ask students to vote on the best dressed Israeli prime minister  using 
this poll created using Playbuzz: 
https://www.playbuzz.com/item/c1274927-fdd0-473d-9ffb-
5b0aec27e41a 

  (Optional) Students can create their own poll using pictures of other 
prime ministers found using NLI resources or Google Images. 
 

Class 
discussion 

Hold a short discussion about students’ choices: why did they vote this way?  
 

Creative 
activity 

FASHION ADVISER TO CURRENT POLITICIANS 
Based on the examples of Begin and Ben-Gurion whose dress styles were 
influenced by their political ideologies, we will look at modern leaders and their 
choice of clothing.  

 Divide students into pairs. 

 Hand out the instruction sheet for the activity.  

 Students choose a current Israeli politician and “dress” them as a way of 
encouraging their popularity among voters. 

Wrapping up Ask students the question: Do you think that politicians’ fashion choices actually 
have an impact on the way people vote? Why or why not? 

Summarise the lesson.  

 The power of fashion as a political tool. 

 The importance of understanding the messages that fashion choices can 
convey – both our choices and those of others (especially people in 
power).  

 

http://www.jpost.com/Opinion/Op-Ed-Contributors/Menachem-Begin-A-model-for-leadership-312941
https://www.playbuzz.com/item/c1274927-fdd0-473d-9ffb-5b0aec27e41a
https://www.playbuzz.com/item/c1274927-fdd0-473d-9ffb-5b0aec27e41a


 
 

 

FASHION & POLITICS IN ISRAEL – Student Worksheet 
 

You have been chosen as the fashion adviser to a current Israeli political leader of your 

choice.  Elections are coming up and your must dress this leader in a way that will appeal to 

voters.  

 

When deciding how to dress the politician, consider the following: 

 Should s/he dress casually or formally? 

 Should s/he wear a particular brand? 

 Should s/he dress like you or different to you? In line with or in contradiction to 

current trends? Why? 

 What colours should s/he wear? 

 Should s/he wear clothes that are made in Israel? Why? 

 

Create a poster that shows a recent photograph of the politician and then your proposal for 

how s/he should be dressed. For each element that you change, you need to write a short 

explanation for the change. This can done in one of two ways: 

 using old magazines/newspaper clippings, markers, scissors, glue, and paper 

 using a photo editing app such as PicsArt (see this tutorial) 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GqGe75UdfBc


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


